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In October 2005, SAAC embarked on its mission to
serve persons with autism and their families,
beginning with a small service centre on the 10th
floor of St. Andrew's Community Hospital. 

17 years on, we now serve 450 students, clients and
residents in our school, Day Activity Centres (DACs)
and Home in two campuses in Siglap and
Sengkang.

From the joy of starting the first (and still the only)
Home for adults with autism in Singapore, to the
challenges of ensuring the sustainability of our
services and overcoming COVID, we have
persevered to realise our vision of enabling people
with autism to lead dignified and meaningful lives.
Happy 17th birthday SAAC!

Happy
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Giving thanks to our 
Volunteers 
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Congratulations
Class of 2022!
On 19th November, 18 St. Andrew’s Autism School
(SAAS) graduands received their School Leaving
Certificates. 

Another key member of the SAAS community is
you, the parents. Thank you for partnering us in
setting your child’s learning targets year after year
and the confidence you have given us in bringing
your child for any community outing or activity.
Because of your belief, we at SAAS have the
courage to keep introducing new challenges for
your child to try. Thank you for being that steady
anchor for our students!

. 

Below is an excerpt of Principal Veronica Ho’s
speech from the ceremony: 

“The SAAS Graduation Day is a significant
occasion where we bring together the SAAS
community to celebrate the completion of an
important milestone in the learning journey of our
students. Graduation signifies the start of a new
chapter of our students’ life. Wherever the path
leads them next, we pray that their time at SAAS
has prepared them well for the new learning
ahead. On this special occasion, we are thankful
that we can celebrate the extensive efforts our
students have put in to learn and grow in the last
12 years with their families and all who have
contributed to their success.

I am sure many of the teachers here are feeling
lumps in their throats and resisting the tears
welling in their eyes as we together draw our
students’ journey at SAAS to a close today. We will
miss your child when term re-opens next year.

In closing, I would like to thank every parent here
for having entrusted your child with SAAS. It has
been a privilege to journey alongside your son or
daughter and it has been an honour to be a part of
the memories your family share. 

Do stay connected to the SAAC family and
continue to keep SAAS close to your hearts. May
the good Lord bless you and keep you.”

Our students’ achievements are a culmination of
the guidance and support from many people. Our
teachers are a powerful source of inspiration. 

From all of us at SAAC, we wish the graduating
class of 2022 all the best in your new adventures!



As part of Caregivers Month in November, we
highlighted three special SAAC caregiver stories.
These stories aim to shed light into the caregiving
journeys of families dealing with autism, not only the
challenges and the struggles but also the love and
support. Edwina Fan, mother of 16-year-old Wallace,
a student at St. Andrew's Autism School shares her
personal caregiving journey.

"I am not surprised that people think my son
Wallace is gifted. He is talented in art and started
drawing when he was 5 years old. He is really good
at assembling Lego sets and he started reading the
scripture in church when he was 10 years old, not to
mention, he plays Grade 4 piano. 

It's no wonder then that many people think that
Wallace can live a life like other neurotypical
children. Certainly, most people will never
categorise him as a non-verbal child.
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On 11 November, we celebrated our volunteers
who have journeyed with us and come forth to
serve at SAAC with their heart and time. 

Our volunteers are a special bunch of people who
make the time to positively impact the lives of
persons with autism through various support roles
at our School, Home and Day Activity Centres.

As at the end of October this year, we have a total
of 105 regular volunteers clocking a record
number of 4,076 hours!  

A Caregiver's Journey...Dear Volunteers, 
Thank you for your love! 

 
However, Wallace is indeed non-verbal. He is not
able to communicate what is troubling him, or why
he is laughing; and when he cannot handle his
emotions, or environmental triggers, it will lead to a
meltdown. 

Wallace has two more years left in school. This
question often plagues me - what will happen to
him when he turns 18 in December 2024? Many of
the options are not readily available for children
with moderate to severe ASD. 

For me, I'm realistic.  I don't need him to be another
Dr Shaun Murphy, or Attorney Woo. I just do not
want my Wallace to be a prisoner at home. I
believe that with the right help and support, he can
live a life with dignity."

Special shoutout to our top four volunteer
champions - Dafina Alya (192 hours), Sarita Pai
(181 hours), Koh Jing Teck (177 hours) and Denise
Gay (129 hours). Also not forgetting Nik Chew and
Edwin Tay for their long standing years of service.

We, and our beneficiaries, appreciate you more
than words can convey. Thank you for your love! 

DonateDonateDonate
Read all three caregiver stories
on our Facebook (sg.saac) or
Instagram (@saacsg). 

Our beneficiaries and their
caregivers need a lifetime of
support. Your donation will go a
long way in giving our
beneficiaries a chance at
leading meaningful and
dignified lives.

https://www.facebook.com/sg.SAAC
https://www.instagram.com/saacsg/?hl=en


SAAConnect | December 2022

Parkway East Hospital 
Cycles for Autism
After months of planning, #CyclingforAutism saw
over 200 cyclists going the distance for autism
on 24 September, including Guest-of-Honour Mr
Edwin Tong, Minister for Culture, Community and
Youth and Second Minister for Law. 

The fundraising event, which was organised by
Parkway East Hospital (PEH) as part of its 80th
anniversary, culminated in a celebration where
our client at the Day Activity Centre, Aloysius
Low, presented Mr Edwin Tong with a special
painting of PEH as a token of appreciation. 

'This is Me' is a compilation of 10 stories of love, 
resilience and of rising above challenges. 
Available for download at sgautism.org/waad2022/

We wish PEH
many more years
in serving the
community! 

Thank you for
choosing SAAC as
the beneficiary
for this milestone
occasion in PEH's
history.

'This is Me' Campaign
bags multiple accolades

We are pleased to announce, as the 2022
chair for Autism Network Singapore's (ANS),
campaign for World Autism Awareness
Month titled "This is Me: See me in a different
light"  has garnered both a local and an
international award for its outstanding work
in raising awareness for persons with autism. 

It was awarded Bronze for the Excellence in
Public Sector/Non-Profit Marketing Category
by the Marketing Excellence Awards and the
Silver Award by the W3Award under the
Social Content & Marketing - Cause
Awareness category. 

This recognition serves as an encouragement
for us to continue to work together to
advocate for autism, raise public awareness
and rally more support for the cause.

Every dollar raised goes towards supporting
those we serve at SAAC and towards building a
more inclusive community for persons with
autism and their family.

https://sgautism.org/waad2022/

